KUNIMAIPA GRAMMAR 3 

1. MORPHOPHONEMICS 

1.0 Introduction 

The phonemes of Kunimaipa are: voiceless obstruents, p, s, t, k; 
voiced stopped obstruents, b (medial only), d, r, (retroflexed flap or 
trill), g (non-backed); voiced fricative obstruents, v, 1 (lateral), 
and h (backed velar); voiced nasals, m, n, and ng (velar); and 
vowels, i, e, a, o, and u. Stress occurs on the penultimate syllable 
in all the examples listed. 

1.1 Morphophonemic rules 

1.1.1 It is useful to give one general morphophonemic rule which 
applies in certain areas throughout the language. 

Any stem or affix whose basic final vowel is a (such a^ will be 
symbolized throughout this paper as A in these forms), has three alio- 
morphs which are conditioned phonemically by the quality of the vowel 
which occurs next in the construction. Allomorphs with final a_ occur 
word finally or preceding a syllable containing a_; allomorphs with 
final o^ occur preceding a syllable containing o^, u or al; allomorphs 
with final £ occur preceding a syllable containing e_ or i_. This vowel 
harmony is illustrated by the verb stem sA -go' which in the following 
examples has the shapes sa- ^ so- ^ se-: 

sa-ha 
go-3s/per 

*He went* 

so -ho 
go-ls/per 

* I went * 

se-ngi 
go-2s/per 

*You went* 

This morphophonemic rule is consistent in all cases except before 
-ma (Is/imp), where the stem form with vowel o^ occurs. 



go- Is/ imp 
*I will go* 

An affix illustrating this same alternation is the object prefix 
nA- (1,2s). In the examples which follow it has the forms na- /v 
no- /%/ ne- : 
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na-va 
Is-get 

*Get me* 

no-ura-ha* 
2s-hit-3s/per 

'He hit you* 

ne-mee-ha 
ls-put-3pl/per 

'They sent me' 

na-vo-ho-pane 
2s-get-cont-3s/imp 

'He will keep getting you' 

The last example above illustrates further the need to label stem 
allomorphs ending in £ as basic, and also shows a further refinement 
of the rule when applied to prefixes. In the example, the form of the 
stem vA 'get' is actually vo, conditioned by a following o. However, 
since vA is basic a, the form of the prefix is na in conformity with 
its basic rather than its altered form. 

As well as certain verb stems and verb affixes this morphophonemic 
rule applies to the pronoun possessive suffix -mA, and the demonstra- 
tive word epA- 'this'. 

paru-mo-tu 
they-poss-qual 

'their things' 

pi-me-si 
he-poss-qual 

'his thing' 

ne-ma-ta 
I-poss-qual 

'my thing' 

epa-ngade 
this-qual 

'this fire' 

epo-pu 
this-qual 

'this person' 
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epe-ngi 
tnis-qual 

'these things' 

1.1.2 When two vowels of the same quality come together, the resulting 
vowel is lengthened but is written as a single vowel. 



go 


-ame 
cont 


-gi _ sa-me-gi 
Ipl/per go-cont-lpl/p< 

'We are going 


nono 
road 


-oro 
qual 


nono-ro 
road -qual 

'road' 


veteza 
carelessly 


-ama veteza-ma 
only carelessly-only 






'without care' 



1.1.3 Word final vowels are usually not audible although they are 
written throughout this paper. They are audible in the following 
contexts: 

(1) A question - the final vowel is spoken with rising intonation 

(2) For emphasis - the final vowel is spoken with falling 
intonation 

(3) Hftien a word is CV only 

(4) Mien the preceding consonant is r the tendency is to say the 
vowel, but in this context it is very lenis 

(5) Mien the following word begins with a vowel, the word final 
vowel occurs but is quite lenis 

sa-ha? 
go-3s/per 

'Did he go?' 

eao-ho ! 
come -Is/per 

' I have come ! ' 

sa l 
go 

'Go!' 



KUNIMAIPA GRAMMAR 



abana-ri 
man-qual 

'men' 

ngeti epo~vo 
talk this-qual 

'this talk' 

1.1.4 When inA 'eat' occurs word initially, the i^ is lost. 

me-ina-ha 
3pl-eat-3s/per 

'He ate them' 

na-ha 
eat-3s/per 

'He ate' 
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